Education of the advanced practice nurse in oncology.
To review the education of the advanced practice nurse (APN) with a focus on curriculum and issues related to the oncology specialization. The State-of-the-Knowledge Conference on Advanced Practice in Oncology Nursing, journal articles, monographs, and authors' personal experiences. APN education is a current issue in nursing, as well as in the specialty of oncology nursing. Current trends in the delivery of health care require reform of graduate education in nursing to better prepare APNs to shape and respond to the healthcare needs of the public along the entire cancer care continuum. APN education remains a dynamic, ever-evolving enterprise. The Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) and the American Cancer Society (ACS) have taken a proactive stand on APN education by revising master's curriculum guidelines and supporting the conference. APN education in oncology will be an ongoing area of exploration for both ONS and ACS, as well as for leaders in oncology nursing. Development of graduate, postgraduate, and continuing education programs at the APN level of expertise will support high-quality advanced practice in oncology nursing. The feedback mechanisms among practice, education, and research will provide educational programs that will make a difference in the care of patients with cancer.